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course of the above remarks as by themselves impro-
bable. These, however, are seldom such in more than
one respect; whereas the other Miracles which came
before us were open to several,or all of the specified
objections at the same time. And, further, as they
are but a few in the midst of an overpowering ma-
jority pointing consistently to one grand object, they
musthot.be tqrn.from their moral context, but, on
the credit of the rest, they must be considered but
apparent exceptions to the rule. It is obvious that
a large system must consist of various parts of un-
equal utility and excellence ; and to expect each par-
ticular occurrence to be complete in itself, is as un-
reasonable as to require the parts of some complicated
machine, separately taken, to be all equally finished
and fit for display/

Let these remarks suffice on the question of the
antecedent probability or improbability of a miraculous

f In thus refusing to admit the existence of real exceptions
to the general rule, in spite of appearances^ we are not expos-
ing ourselves to that charge of excessive systematizing which
may justly be brought against those who, with Hume, reject
the very notion, of a Miracle, as implying an interruption of
physical regularity. For the Revelation, which we admit, on,
the authority of the general system of Miracles, imparts such
accurate and extended information concerning the attributes
of God, over and about the partial and imperfect view of thern
which the world affords, as precludes the supposition of any
work of His being evil or useless. Whereas there is no voice
in the mere analogy of nature which expressly denies the
possibility of real exceptions to its general course.